[Use of clinical practice guidelines in medicine : what's new ?]
Clinicians are confronted to an abundance of clinical practice guidelines (CPG). It has been proven for several pathologies that the use of guidelines improves quality of care by reducing mortality, the number of hospitalisations and the length of stay. Despite these proven benefits, adherence to CPGs remains low, mainly due to lack of awareness and familiarity with the guidelines, as well as lack of applicability and flexibility for elderly and comorbid patients. Since adherence to CPGs are influenced by their accessibility and format, informatics will certainly play an important role in the development and implementation of CPGs in the future. An online platform listing swiss CPGs is now available.